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The Prussia which refused to join the coalition of
A.D. 1799 was no longer governed by Frederick
William II. That voluptuous, superstitious, and
thoroughly incompetent monarch had passed away
two years previously, leaving his crown to his son,
the third of the double name. Frederick William in
(1797-1840) was a much more respectable person
than his festive father. He was, indeed, a Christian
gentleman, inheriting rather the culture and humanity
of the smaller German states to which his mother
(Louisa of Hesse-Darmstadt) belonged, than the
militarism, brutality, and perfidy which now char-
acterised Prussia, His excellent personal qualities,
which would have made him an admirable Lutheran
pastor, were confirmed and enhanced by the influ-
ence of his noble wife (Louisa of Mecklenburg-
Strelitz), who was extremely good at the manage-
ment of sewing-meetings and tea-fights. Neither of
them, however, was of the slightest use in the
rough-and-tumble politics of the Revolutionary and
Napoleonic era, except as models of how to bear
adversity with resignation and fortitude.
Louisa was the better man of the two. She had
intellect as well as character and charm; but she was
completely neutralised by the amiable inefficiency
of her husband. He was unintelligent, narrow-
minded, weak-willed, vacillating, yet obstinate and
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